By Kevin Gillies

The: kids have grown up
and moved on,

Now North Van's Bill
White has time for a new
cause — one he's been
working on for mone than
two years and one he's been
living with foc moce than
three decades.

Ax 42 years of age. White
s bt o become the pub-
e face of o class acthon law-
suit tnvolving mose than
65 men who, as young
teenagers, were sexually
abmesed at the hands of their
sea cadet superiors with the
Royal Canadian Sea Cadet
Comps at the HMCS
‘Discovery in Stanley Park

‘Cadets to prison’

In 1968, White was 13
vears old and looking for a
direction in life. His step-
father was in the navy and
‘Whiite was intrigued by mil-
itary life.

He and his frend Daon
(et his real name) joined
the sea cackets that year not
knowing that the next
three years would resonate
fior the vest of thedr lives.

1 wanied to get into the

|

navy,” White explains,
carefully recalling his eardy
teen history with the sea
cadets while sitting in his
Morth Van City rental
suibe

“l loved being i omy
uniform. | wanted to do
something for my country.
It waas my liledong dream.”

But commanding offi-
cen ook advantage of the
vulnerable  teers, using
alioh, pomography and
their positions of power 1o
sexually assnlt therm.

“They'd take you out to
a boathouse, or oul on &
boat or to their personal
houses,”  White recalls.
“Then they'd break out the
booze.”
White recalls an least 30
instance of abuse by com-
manding officers, and says
the events not only
quashed any desice 1o pro-
ceed in the navy, they
directed him into a down-
ward spiral of anger, rebel-
lion and, ultimately, trou-
Ile.

"1t screwed me up rght
away,” he admits, ] went
rght from sea cadets to

After the cadets, White
was arrested for & serbes of
armned robberies of gas sia-
tioers with a machete.

“Thene was no listening
to authority after that™
White said of the cffect his
cadet experiencss had. 1
was alcoholic by 157

Evenmually, he ended up
rabsing his two sons —
when his estanged wife
could not — both of whom
have now grown o the
point that  they've left
home. 1 straightened

mysell out when | mised
my bovs (now 19 amd 20
years obd). | ralsed them the
last 12 years.”

s Robert

been named as

sexually  abusive towand
cadiets, aged 13 to 16 yeam.
with three facing criminal
charges In the case. They
include Ralph Bremner, 54
Conmd Sundman, 49; and

Richard  Wilson, 7H
Clarence  Anderson  has
sinoe passed away.

Last year Breminer was
convicted of four counts af
indecent assault and was
sentenced o nine months
prison, which he now

serves out of his house.

=1 'wasnt wery happy
when [ found that out,”
says  Don, who went
through the entine experi-
ence with White. *1 guess
you could say | was down-
right prissed off.”

Don is one af the anony-
mous victims but 5 active
in legal

This  year Sundman
pleaded guilty to three and
13 counts of indecent
assault. He returms to B.C
Supreme court ina month,

“The sentencing @
adjoumed until Jamsary 3
because  material  from
Alberta, from doctors in
Alberta, has not yel
arrived,”  said  North
Vanoouver prosecutor Mark
Rowan, who s prosecuting
the Sundman and the
Breminer cases. |

Wilsom i3 on trial for five
charges from the 1970s.

Last month White and
his lawyer filed a class
action civil suit with the
B.C Supeeme OO, mam-
ing, White as the sole plain-
tfl and the Atomey
General of Canada as the
wnle defendant.

“With regard to cliss
action suits, you proceed
with one plaintiff and then
you get certification,” said

Gibbens, White's

Gibbens added, "We've
gone with him (White}
becanse, | think, his story is
jobably the best {for the
suit). Ity emblematic of a
lot of the stoties that have
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takes aim at abusive cadet officers

From previows page

The sult alleges the fed-
eral  govermment  was
responsible because they
not only put the predators
In charge of children, but
they also had nothing in
Pace to deal with the
aliuses, of any teatment
after the fact. Now the
two are looking for more
former cadets to join the
sult.

White’s  class-action
sudt Is the second one fiked
in this tragic case.

MEMOIR — The hat szill
rests on the back g -
White's door

I n
the first
class-
aciion
sull, thred
other victims are named
us plaintiffs in a sult
against the three living
odlicers, the estate of the
dead fourth officer and
the  Department  of
Mational Defence.

1 sheoudd toll youn that
thils action |s a little differ-

Sﬂut_ﬁyl

ent,” Gibbens sald of
Whilte's case,

*There are a couple of
other actions on the clvil
slde where people ane
subng Individually against
o couple of the officers out
there. You get into prob-
lems with regard to decp
pockets, of course, in
those situations.

“The problem  that
emerged out there was a
lot larger, and the federal
government’s responstbili-
ty 15 highlighted in our

statement  of
claim.”

Gibbens says
that once the certification
comes, all cadets are, by
definition, part of the suit.

“I'm walting for the
statement of defence from
the federal govemment,”
he sabd, “They've asked for
@ lethe  extra time.
Probably (in  the) early
spring we’ll be golng for

certification.”

Gibbens says White's
suit has a better chance of
success because it is miod-
eled after the sexual
assault case against the
federal government at the
former Jericha Hill school
for the deaf. It was certl-
fiedd, Gibbens says, and
therefore set a precedent.

White said several of
his fricodds were assaulted
between 1968 and 1971,

Sevenal, he said, don't
want 10 talk about it

They have families and
jobs that would be dis-
rupted by the dark revelas
tions of thelr past.

But, he said, “There's
a lot of guys sitting
around, just like me, that
don't know where to tum,

“1 think (that) what a
bot of guys want is closure,
Mow that the wound's
open again, they want i
closed again. 1 think
angger’s just pant of it.*

Don centainly has the
anger, 30 years later,

“1 can vouch that a ot
of this shit happened,” he
sald,

“l was Involved with
some of the things involv-
Ing Willy — a witness.”

Dan, wivo threw up the
first time he witnessed a

sexunl assault ol  his
friend, sald the memaorles
ane still fresh,

St was a long tme
ago,” Don concludies.
“But, teust e, L s

forgotten.” &

?



